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Complex dynamic behavior involves reciprocal interactions between emotion and cognition. On the one hand, emotion is a “double-edged sword” that may affect various aspects of our cognition and behavior, by enhancing or hindering them and exerting both transient and long-term influences. On the other hand, emotion processing is also susceptible to cognitive influences, which are typically exerted in the form of cognitive control of emotion or emotion regulation. Noteworthy, both of these reciprocal influences are subjective to individual differences that may affect the way we perceive, experience, and remember emotional experiences, or the way we respond to emotionally challenging situations. 
Understanding the ways is which emotions affect our cognition is critical as unbalanced interactions between emotion and cognition may lead to devastating effects, such as those observed in mood and anxiety disorders. My talk will analyze reciprocal interactions between emotion and cognition, based on evidence derived from brain imaging investigations focusing on three main topics: (i) the impact of emotion on cognition, (ii) the impact of cognition on emotion, and (iii) the role of individual differences in emotion-cognition interactions. This evidence will be discussed in the context of identifying aspects that are fundamental to understanding the mechanisms underlying emotion-cognition interactions in healthy functioning and to understanding changes associated with affective disorders.
