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How deep are the bounds on human thinking and feeling and how do they shape social
judgments? For the past 40 years, I have studied attitudes, beliefs, and identities that
operate relatively outside an individual’s conscious awareness or control. We now know
that decisions guided by implicit cognition may not be in one’s own interest and is often
at odds with consciously expressed values. Using this dissociation as a starting point,
we have explored facets of the nature of implicit social cognition: its universality and
cultural variations, its developmental origins, neural underpinnings, and stability and
malleability, with new evidence from many labs now demonstrating that regional
implicit bias is robustly correlated with socially significant outcomes in domains such as
health, education, and law enforcement. I will focus on research that is underway in the
lab using NLP approaches (word embeddings) to interrogate large language corpora
(Common Crawl, Google Books) in their role as creators and reflectors of mental content

in individual minds.
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